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BRIEFS 


MEASLES, MENINGITIS--Santiago, Chile, 12 Dec (AFP)--The Health Ministry 
reported that cases of measles and meningitis have increased considerably 
this year in relation to 1978. It was reported that during 1979 there 
were 24,735 cases of measles as compared to 5,527 in 1978 and that cases 
of meningitis increased in Osorno, where the type A germ was detected, 


possibly brought from Brazil by tourists. [Paris AFP in Spanish 0308 GMT 
13 Dec 79 PY) 
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COSTA RICA 


BRI EFS 


PALARIA OUTBREAK--The municipality of Puntarenas has reported to the Health 
Yinistry an outbreak of at least 70 malaria cases between the area of 
‘~arranca and Chacarita. For its part, the Health Ministry announced that 
it is adopting the necessary measures to prevent the disease from spread- 
ing. [PA1*J204 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 28 Nov 79 p 4-A PA] 

Dr Jose Liis Garces, director of malaria control at the Health Ministry, 
has told one of our reporters that they have treated 251 malaria cases so 
far this year. Seventy percent of the cases came from Central America. 
[Sen Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 30 Nov 79 PA) 
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BRIEFS 


JAUNDICE EPIDEMIC FIGURES--So far 32,000 jaundice cases (of the hepatitis 
A type) have been registered in the Czech Socialist Republic, 9,000 of 
them during a short-lived epic. i: that culminated in the 30th week of the 
year. The last time jaundice isp ©«red on a similarly large scale was in 
1955 with 38,000 cases for the w..: of Czechoslovakia and in the early 
sixties with 28,000 cases. Thi. yrar, ©: almost one-third of the 32,000 
cases that have been registered, ti« illness has not been confirmed. 

The illness is now on the deciine and it is estimated that its occurrence 
will return to normal by May 1980. [Prague VECERNI PRAHA in Czech 
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HAITI 


MALARIA REPORTEDLY SERIOUS PROBLEM IN SEVERAL REGIONS 

Port-au-Prince LE PETIT SAMEDI SOIR in French 7 Dec 79 p 7 

{[Article: "One of Our Provinces Has a Serious Malaria Epidemic") 
[Text] According to press reports circulated at the beginning of the 
week, a malaria epidemic is affecting several regions of the country. 


We mention among others, in che southern area alone: Pralin, Corail, 
Lafosse. 





Thirty persons have been seriously affected in Anse d'Hainault (Jeremie). 
It seems that the alert in that area was given by an official whose chil- 
dren were stricken terribly by the scourge. 


There is reason to believe, according to the same source, that similar 

cases have been recorded at Grand Goave. Neither men nor women nor chil- 

dren have been sparei. And an unidentified health service agent confirmed, | 
in a report to authorities, that if urgent measures are not taken immedi- 

ately, the situation could become worse. 


The situation is no better at Cap [Haitien], according to an _fficial 
source. A renewed outbreak of malaria which is working havoc especially 
among children and adults is reported there. If the same correspondent, 
explaining the causes of the disease, is to be believed, this situation is 
due to the sanitary conditions, disastrous on the whole, in which the popu- 
lation of this region lives. In fact, he further explains, mud, stinking 
swamps and garbage are commonplace in the above-mentioned areas. Conse- 
quences: sectors [breeding places] of Anopheles, inoculating the poison 
of malaria, are created and the mosquitos multiply. It is to be wished 
that the proper service intervene in time to remedy a situation that is 
becoming more and nore worrisome. 


Elsewhere, the presence of a terrible influenza epidemic which has been 
attacking a large number of people for more than a week has been reported 
in Artidonite. It is believed that this latter disease is a result of the 
dusty state of the roads, where the slightest breeze raises a cloud of 

dust that goes up the nostrils of the pedestrians. The communal adminis- 
tration and the health service of the region are asked to take the necessary 
measures. 
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HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


YELLOW FEVER PREVENTION--The Health Ministry continues to inspect customs 
offices and fumigating products from Colombia, Panama, Venezuela, Peru 
and Triaidad and Tobago. These are countries in which yellow fever has 
proliferated. This inspection is being conduci.i because Honduras main- 
tains trade relations with the countries in question and because the 
disease spreads easily. [PA242113 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1130 GMT 24 Nov 79 PA] 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


BRAIN FEVER--Brain fever, reported prevalent in Karnataka State, has 
spread to Chittoor district in Andhra Pradesh. Twenty-two brain fever 
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ENCEPHALITIS TOLL--Since September 480 people died of encephalitis in six 
districts of West Bengal. The districts are: Burdwan, Hooghly, West 
Dinajpur, Birbhum, Babkura and Murshidabad. In all 1,099 people had an 
attack of the disease during the period. Later in November the disease 
spread to Murshidabad which recorded the first attack on November 19. 
Seven people died in the district. In Burdwan, 271 people died of 
encephalitis. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Dec 79 p 1] 
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INDONESIA 


KLEBSIELLA OUTBREAK STRIKES BABIES IN JAKARTA 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 9 Nov 79 p 6 


[Excerpt] Five newborn babies died within a short time in Jakarta from 
klebsiella, a disease new to Indonesia. The babies died at a children's 
clinic in Tanjung Priok, Jakarta during September and October. 


The symptoms are fever, and malaria-like shivering 5 hours after birth. 
Dangerously ill babies were placed in a Department of Health quarantine 
hospital in Tanjung Priok. However, the illness could not be diagnosed. 
Five of the seven known victims died. 


Results of investigation indicated that the five who died had klebsiella 
baccilli in their blood. An immediate investigation of the clinic where 

the babies had died showed that the water supply contained klebsiella baccillus. 
A check of the throats of 21 nurses and workers indicated that a number had 
klebsiella baccilli. even though they were healthy. 


According to the director general for the Prevention and Control of 
Communicable Diseases of the Health Department, Dr Adhyatma, klebsiella did 

not cause the deaths of the babies. Almost everyone carries the baccillus, 

but they remain healthy because the baccilli are not numerous. Newborn 

babies are in weak condition, and the baccilli can multiply freely. Klebsiella 
is not dangerous, and can be killed easily by putting Kaporit in the water 
supply. To maintain calm and to cleanse the clinic, the clinic will be 

closed temporarily. 


9197 
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INDONESIA 


INCREASE IN GASTROENTERITIS CASES REPORTED 
Curup City 
Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 13 Oct 79 p 9 


[Text] Victims of gastroenteritis in Curup, capital of Rejang Lebong 
residency have been increasing in number and by presstime today they 
reached 57. Twenty-one persons have died, 25 are still under medical 
treatment and 11 others have been saved. 


According to information gathered from the public, the increase in the 
number of gastioenteritis cases in Curup city was due to the lack of a 
serious effort to control the epidemic and of coordination among government 
agencies to control the epidemic and of coordination among government 
agencies in this area. Another cause is the environment and the unsolved 
water problem. It is reported that in order to arrest the further spread 
of the disease, the public health service of the Rejang Lebong regency 

must work harder in giving relevant information to the general public to 
acquaint them with the dangers of gastroenteritis. 


Malang Figures 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 22 Oct 79 p 3 


[Excerpts] Among 19 gastroenteritis cases in Malang, seven have died. Two 
victims lived at RW VI Lingkungan V of Klojen District, while the other five 
were workers at “Kompas Agung" cigarette factory on Jalan Tanjung, Malang 
(East Java). Six other workers are reportedly receiving medical treatment 
at Saiful Anwar Hospital. 


Our source said that workers at the cigarette factory have been asked to 


refrain from buying snacks outside of the factory and to bring their own 
food from home for the time being. 
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INDONESIA 


SIX DIE FROM GASTROENTERITIS IN SOUTHEAST SULAWESI 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 27 Oct 79 p 8 


[Excerpts] Of the 158 persons suffering from gastroenteritis in Baubau, 
the capitol of Buton Regency, Soutbeast Sulawesi, six have died. Gastro- 
enteritis began spreading in Baubau from the first week in September 
though 22 September. 


Most victims are children under the age of two. The six deaths were caused 
by delays in reporting the cases to the hospital or the nearest Public 
Health Center. Two of them died at home and four in the hospital, as a 
result of dehydration, and complications from other illnesses. 


Laboratory investigation indicates five of 52 victims have vibrio Cholera 
type Ogawa/Inaba. Drinking water is assumed to be the source of the 
infection. A well in Ngangana Umala Village, Baubau, is known to contain 
bacteria of that disease. 


The outbreak of gastroenteritis in Baubau is not an extraordinary occurrence. 
That city is commonly affected by gastroenteritis. During the same period 
last year, a gastroenteritis epidemic affected 85 persons. It was not 
reported whether any had died last year. 
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DENGUE EPIDEMIC IN WEST KALIMANTAN 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 27 Oct 79 p 5 


[Excerpts] Several strains of dengue have become sporadically epidemic in 
several subdistricts and regencies in West Kalimantan. Generally, these 
outbreaks occur each year, from October through December. 


According to the West Kalimantan Directorate for the Prevention and 
Contrcl of Communicable diseases, 200-250 people in West Kalimantan contract 
dengue each year, with a death rate of 17 percent. 


Dengue becomes active in October. By mid-October, 12 children aged 1-12 in 
Pontianak had been affected, and were in Sei Jawi General Hospital. One of 


them died. In previous months, an average of four children per month had 
been affected. 


Dengue was first encountered in Pontianak in 1977, in October-December. At 
that time, 212 children were treated at the lh spital; 26 died. 


In 1978, 223 victims contracted dengue between October and December; 40 of 
these died. 
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INDONES LA 





ELEPHANTIASIS IN SOUTH SUMATRA 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 29 Oct 79 p 3 


[Excerpts] Some 200 inhabitants of Tanjung Kerang Village, Babat Banyuasin 
District, Sungai Lilin Subdistrict, Musi Banyuasin Regency, South Sumatra 
are suffering from elephantiasis, which has plagued the area for years. 


In 1975, there were only a few cases of this disease, which is spread by 
mosquitos carrying filaria. [Im the last 3 years, the number of victims 
has increased rapidly. 


Ali Muhammadnur, head of the local Distrirt village chiefs, told this to 
the press and to Regent H. Amir Hamzal of Banyuamasin on Tuesday. 


Ali said that nearly every family in Tanjung Kerang Village had been 
affected by elephantiasis. “I estimate that 20 percent of the 250 families 
there are suffering from the disease; the majority are housewives and 
people over 25," he explained. 


He added, that there were many suggestions to bring sufferers to Palembang 
for treatment, but only the wealthy could afford to do so. Those who do 
not have the means must rely on medication, and traditional remedies that 
do not help much. 


Medicines used to treat elephantiasis include Silarzan, which can be bought 
at the pharmacy. In the first year of the Third Five-Year Plan, said the 
director general, this medicine will be stockpiled in 50 regencies outside 
Java and Bali, including regencies in South Sumatra, 


9197 
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BRIEFS 


CHAMPASSAK TYPHOID, MALARIA ‘/CRK--From the beginning of the year to 
September the Department of Public Health of Champassak Province has 
diligently sent a number of mobile medical units to prevent disease 

in the production bases in five districts: [Meuang] Phon Thong, [Meuang] 
Mounlapamok, Sanasomboun, Pathoumphon and [Meuarg] Soukhouma. During that 
time they popularized the “Three Clean" health principle on 76 occasions 
with 9,763 people attending the lectures. They gave typhoid vaccinations 
to 11,450 people and treated 18,170 malaria patients. Presently those 
medical cadres are emulating to do a good job of treating patients and sve 
constantly expanding their knowledge and abilities to treat patients to 
score achievements hailing the 4th anniversary of the 2 December Netional 
Day. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 29 Oct 79 p A 6] 


OUDOMSAI MALARIA WORK--Since the beginning of November the Publi« “ealth 
Department of Oudomsai Province has sent doctors to survey malaria and 
examine people in [Tasseng] Pha Oudom Canton, [Meuang] Pak Ha District 
of that province. This was done in order to carry out the direction of 
public health work which holds that “prevention of disease is primary, 
treatment is important." Presently all doctors are determined to survey 
malaria, examine pe*ple and popularize methods of disease prevention in a 
widespread fashion. At the same time that department is also sending some 
8 tons of medicines to each district in the province. Along with that, 
they are sending medicines of various types to each company that is 
mobilizing the farmers to carry out the policies of paying agricultural 
taxes, selling rice to the state and promoting production in 67 cantons 
to ensure that they will have robust health in performing their duties 
fruitfully according to the plan. [Text] [Vierciane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO 
in Lao 21 Nov 79 A 4} 
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MORE STRINGENT MEASURES ADVOCATED TO CONTXOL MALARIA 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 10 Dec 79 p 5 
{Article by Sheila White] 


[Text] The world-wide upsurge of malaria was reflected in the increased 
number of notified cases in the greater Salisbury area during the first 
half of this year, the city's Chief Health Inspector, Mr [onald Westmore 
says. 


In an interview, Mr Westmore said 153 cases of malaria--a notifiable dis- 
ease-~had been reported during 1978. The same number had been reported 
during the first six months of this year. 


"This is due to the influx of infected rural families from the tribal 
trust lands. The security situation has adversely affected malarial con- 
trol measures in the TTLs." 


The last locally infected case was reported in 1971-Stringent year-round 
anti-malaria controls had resulted in the greater Salisbury area being 
declared malaria-free. 


"People visiting the Lowveld or other areas where there is still year- 
round transmission of the disease, and who neglect to take their prophy- 
lactic treatment, bring back malaria, but there is none in Salisbury 
itself," he said. 


Spearheading the battle against the Anopheles gambiae and to a lesser 
extent, the Anopheles funestus--malaria-carrying mosquitoes--in the 543 
square km which comprise the greater Salisbury area is veteran malariolo- 
gist Mr Reginald Stonard of the municipality's Department of Health. 


From his control point i: the Beatrice Road Infectious Diseases Hospital, 


Mr Stonard supervises his team of up to 55 men who spray larvicide onto 
the city's commonage pools, dams and all likely mosquito breeding grounds. 
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"Rotation spraying takes place weekly during the rainy season and twice 
monthly during dry spells. Because of prevailing winds, Salisbury is 
vulnerable to mosquito invasion from the northeast which makes constant 
control imperative," Mr Stonard said. 


Private property owners are responsible for tneir own controls. They are 
constantly being remind« to ensure that empty cans, buckets, old tyres 

or other receptacles in which stagnant water can collect are emptied. 

This prevents their being bitten by what Mr Stonard termed “nuisance value 
mosquitoes." 


Commenting on the increased number of reported malaria cases in Salisbury, 
Mr Stonard said he did not consider the rural family influx a hazard. 


“Parasite counts conducted on children in the squatter camps have proved 
surprisingly low." 


Responsibility for the national control of malaria in Zimbabwe Rhodesia 
is vested in the Blair Medical Research Laboratory in Salisbury. 


The laboratory's director, Dr Vic de V. Clarke, said that although malaria 
still constituted the country's worst tropical disease hazard there was no 
excuse for any person in possession of basic education and a reasonable 
salary who contracted it. 


"The rural Africans cannot afford to take preventative measures but prophy- 
lactic drugs are cheap, widely available and non-toxic. Treatment drugs 
are superb, control measures straight-forward--yet eradication eludes us," 
Dr Clarke said. 


The security situation had not affected anti-malarial control in the pro- 
tected villages to any extent. 


"In fact one of the larger pharmaceutical companies is distributing both 
prophylactic and treatment drugs in the stores and the rural people are 
collecting them," he said. 


[Photo captions] 


Harmless, clean water? No, it is dangerous. Salisbury City Health assis- 
tants collect larval specimens from a rock pool which Mr Stonard described 
as an ideal setting for the breeding of Anopheles gambiae, the chief malaria- 
carrying mosquito in Southern Africa. On the right Mr Obert Chifamba 

takes a sample from the Hunyani River. 


Examining a specimen in the laboratory in the Beatrice Road Infectious 
Diseases Hospital is Mr Reginald Stonard, technologist and veteran malari- 
ologist for the Department of Health. On the right a worker from the 
municipality's Department of Health sprays larvicide, a safe, diluted 
insecticide which goes into solution with the water, on to likely mosquito 
breeding grounds. The sluggish water of the Hunyani river near Seke provides 
perfect conditions for such breeding. 
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RHODESIA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES EPIDEMIC FORECAST--Salisbury City Health Department is expecting 
another measles epidemic next year because mothers were not having their 
children vaccinated, the Medical Officer of Health, Dr Tony Davies, said 
yesterday. This year an epidemic claimed the lives of more than 204 chil- 
dren aged between one year and five. “Every effort is being made to ensure 
that every child in the city is vaccinated--free of charge--but mothers 
simply do not come forward," he said. "Nobody is living farther than 5 km 
from a clinic anc there is absoluteiy no excuse for another epidemic--but 
we are expecting one next year unfortunately." "lealthy children often 

died of measies--a disease which had a high infant mortality rate in Africa. 
Commenting on a suggestion contained in a recent issue wf the Central Afri- 
can Journal of Medicine, that women of child-bearing age who moved from rural 
areas into towns or cities should be offered vaccination against rubella-- 
(erman measles--Dr Davies said this had been attempted in Bulawayo. "Germa. 
seasles is dangerous to the baby of a pregnant mother. The Bulawayo City 
Health Department offered rubella vaccine to all high school girls--but no 
African women took advantage of the offer." [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD 
in English 18 Dec 79 p 9] 


TERRORISTS BLAMED FOR ANTHRAX SPREAD--A notice in the government gazette 
more than doubles the anthrax areas. It contains a schedule of 12 widely 
scattered districts which are striken by the disease. Anthrax, which is 
cattle-born and fatal to humans and animals, has been steadily spreading. 
Veterinary experts blame the high rate on terrorivt-inspired stock thefts. 
It is believed that terrorists who have handled infected carcasses have 
contracted anthrax as they have raided several clinics searching for <:ugs 
to treat the ailment. More than 20 people have diea of the disease in 
hospitals and Ministry of Health officials suspect many more have died in 
rural areas. [Text] [LDO031513 Salisbury Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 3 Nov 79 LD/CA] 
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LEPTOSPIROSIS CASES--Several cases of the disease leptospirosis have occurred 
in Zimbabw’- Rhodesia in the last few weeks. A spokesman for the Ministry 

of Health said the disease showed itself as an illness similar to influenza 
and might or might not be accompanied by jaundice. It varied in severeity 
from a mild to a severe illness. The cause of the disease was a germ which 
normally lives in animals and as a rule was passed on to humans by water 


infected by animal urine.--Iana. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 
10 Dec 79 p 4) 
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SENEGAL 


INCIDENCE OF YELLOW FEVER DENIED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 23 Nov 79 p i 
[Article: "No Yellow Fever in Senegal"! 


[Text] The minister of public health has categorically denied the presence 
of yellow fever withio vur borders. 


In a dispatch datelined Paris, AGE” FRANCE PRESSE (AFP) claimed in effect 
that the Pasteur Institute had co” .rmed the diagnosis of yellow fever in 
one of two French tourists who died in Paris after having stayed in the 
same circumstances for a week in a Senegal holiday resort. 


The minister of public health stated that the courists in question were 
taken ill on the Saloum Islands, where the health authorities have not found 
a single case of yellow “over among the populace. 


In any case, the authorities are going to conduct an investigation on the 
Saloum Islands to try to detect the possible presence of “aedes aegypti," 
the mosquito which transmits the yellow fever virus. 


For additional precaution, however, it is recommended that tourists wishing 
to visit the border areas protect themselves beforehand with a yellow fever 
vaccination. This is in fact not required for visits of 14 days or less. 
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CHOLERA OUTBREAK REACHES 16-—-Sixteen people have died and 14 others have 
been admitted to Mkwajui hospitai in Chunya District, Mbeya Region, follow- 
ing an outbreak of cholera in the district on 23 December. Reports from 
Mbeya say the regional health department today is expected to dispatch a 
team of 16 doctors and nurses to Chunya to tackle the epidemic. A spokes- 
man for the department said the disease broke out in four villages. [E cpt] 
a Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1700 GuT 28 Dec 79 w/ 
EA 
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THAILAND 


MALNUTRITION REPORTED IN 59 PROVINCES 
Bangkok TAWAN SIAM in Thai 2 Dec 79 ppl, 16 


[Text] Really pitiful situation discovered. Four million 
malnourished children in 59 provinces. Starving because 
they can't eat due to parents' inability to feed them. 


Dr Prasert Suvannut, the director of the nutrition unit of the health depart- 
ment has revealed that at this time the Public Health Ministry is carrying 
out activities in accordance with the "Nutrition Alert Program" in 59 
provinces to investigate malnutrition in children from birth to age 6. 


For the most part, this program is organized in the northern and north- 
eastern provinces and can accommodate some 160,000 children. 


The director stated that since the program's inception last year surveys 
have found malnutrition among children in the localities as follows: 2 per- 
cent of all children suffer from severe malnutrition, 13 percent show clear 
signs of malnutrition and 41 percent initial symptoms of abnormal condi- 
tions. When officiais find children showing symptoms of mainutrition, they 
try to provide information on nutrition to the guardians, especially to 
the mothers of the children, while at the same time they also try to give 
food supplements to the children. 


Along with this the officials in the program are attempting to get the 
provinces to encourage the people to plant vegetable gardens so as to have 
quality food to eat. 


Dr Prasert said that in this ,rogram's operations following each phase will 
be evaluated as to the decrease of malnutrition in each age group of 
children. The next step will be to expand the program to ail other provinces 
to provide the greatest possible protection to malnourished children. 


The director said that at this time there are 4 million children nationwide 
who suffer from malnutrition. 
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THAILAND 


MENINGITIS REPORTED NEAR KAMPUCHEAN BORDER, MEDICAL UNITS DISPATCHED 


Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 28 Nov 79 ppl, 12 


[Text] Public Health sends special mobile medical units 
to help Thais in Prachinburi. At the same time people 

fear spread of dangerous germs from refugee camps housing 
Kampucheans. 


Yesterday, Dr Krasae Chanawong, deputy minister of Public Health revealed 
to newsmen that at this time the Ministry of Public Health has sent the 

ministry's special mobile medical units to Prachinburi Province to provide 
services to Thai along the border, notably that these mobile medical units 
would be reinforcements in the provincial hospital and in provincial and | 
dis*rict public health units because those hospitals and health units have : 
had to admit increasing numbers of those fleeing Kampuchea as patients. | 


Dr Krasae stated further that sending those units is providing services and 
a morale boost to Thais, making them feel good and at the same time doctors 
will seek ways and measures to prevent epidemics which arise from those 
escaping. 


Furthermore, news from reporters along the border is that about a week ago 
there were rumors that malaria and a dangerous virus had erupted and spread 
from centers housing the escapees and had infected many Thais and officials 
in the area and that 7 or 8 of those afflicted with the new virus had come 
for *~watment to the Prachinburi provincial hospital and also that each 
person had the horrible symptoms of someone suffering from meningitis. 


Concerning this matter SIAM RAT reporters made inquiries to Dr Winit 
Awawasena, deputy viceminister of public Healt): who had received reports that 
that disease was present in Kampuchean escapees in Ban Kaeng village in Sa 
Keao District, Prachinburi Province 2 or 3 weeks ago, but there are not Thais 
who have come down with this disease. There were 17 patients three of whom 
died. This is meningitis /as published in English/. At this time the 
disease seems to have stopped since there have been no new cases for the past 
week. This disease does not come from a virus at all. It can be treated with 
sulfa drugs. The Public Health Ministry is taking protective measures. This 
morning /or Winit7 himse.i did not receive a radiogram concerning contagious 
diseases in camps housing the escapees in Prachinburi province. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Unconfirmed Reports 





ext ] 


"AFRICAN VIPFUS' SAID RESPONSIBLE FOR THREE DEATHS 
Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 22 Nov 79 p 3 


[Article by Maruf Khwaja] 
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VIETNAM 


CHOLERA IN VIETNAM--In September of this year when an outbreak of Cholera 
was discovered in Quang Son Village, An Son District, Thuan Hai Province, 
the Catholic parishioners remained calm, reported to the dispensary for 
vaccinations and took preventive hygienic measures in their hamlets. The 
dispensary selected public health personnel to give vaccinations in four 
hamlets of the village. The people of La Vang, the hamlet with the largest 
Catholic population, came to the dispensary for vaccinations and partici- 
pated in a week of cleaning up public places an’. private homes and sur- 
roundings. The Pauline Sisters appointed Sisters Tan, Sen and Thuoc to 
participate in giving vaccinations to the people. Because of the active 
preventive measures the Cholera outbreak was stopped in Quang Son. [Text] 
{Hanoi CHINH NGHIA 8 Nov 79 p 2] 
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MEETIN ON SLEEPING SICKNESS--The Bas Fleuve [Lower River] Medical Sub- 
region is organizing a medical conference at Kangu on 8-10 October on 
sleeping sickness, on the initiative of the Political Cmmissar Mbenza 
Thubi and the Subregional Commissar of Bas Fleuve, Citizen Gangale Nze Si 
Kulu. Participating in the deliberations of this conference will be all 
physicians, heads of medical societies, directors of medical schools, 
laboratory assistants, and political and administrative authorities for 

the Sub-regions of Boma and Bas Fleuve, including Moanda. According to the 
Subregional physician, Dr Vengo, this conference will focus on the quest for 
ways and means for intensifying methods of detection and countermeasures 
following the outbreva of some sporadi< cases ‘eported in both Subregions. 
[Text] [Kinshasa AZAP in French 1440 GMT 1 Nov 79) 2750 
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BRIEFS 





CHOLERA WAR CONTINUES--The Ministry of Health is planning to station a 
medical team for the surveillance of cholera in Mpulungu, provincial 
medical officer for Northern Province, Dr Mahendra Patel, said in Kasama 
yesterday. At the moment the ministry sends medical teams to Mpulungu 
area on a rotation basis. He said although reports from Mpulungu indi- 
cate that the disease was on the decline, the people in the area must 
continue to observe basic hygiene because the disesse was more dangerous 
in the rain season. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 23 Nov 
79 p 7) 
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BRIEFS 


CATTLE DYING--Gaborone.--Cattle which survived Botswana's crippling drought 
are now dying by the score of diseases emerging with the rains. According 
to a department of agricultu.* spokesman the cattle are being struck down 
by diseases caused by eating grass at the germination stage.--H.A.N.S. 
[Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 14 Dec 79 p 2] 


CSO: 5400 


26 





COLOMBIA 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 'GRAVE BUT NOT ALARMING' 
Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 20 Oct 79 p 9-B 


(Text] During the past few days, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Colombian 
Agricultural-Cattle Institute [ICA] have declared Colombia to be in a state of 

health emergency as regards foot-and-mouth disease in view of the serious turn 

which this viral disease has taken during the last few months. Some of the | 
measures taken to meet the emergercy consist of assigning top priority to i 
the control of foot-and-mouth disease in ICA programs, which means allocating 
a high percentage of its finarcial resources to this activity. Thus it was 
that the ICA ordered that in all the regions of the country the main effort | 
of veterinarians and their assistants should be directed toward controlling 
foot-and-mouth disease and only if after taking care of this activity time : 
and money are left over should they devote themselves to other assigned ; 
functions. “If we have a budget of 10 pesos, we will spend 8 of them on the | 
control of foot-and-mouth disease," said Dr Pedro Leon Velasquez, general 

manager of the ICA, asserting that with these measures they want to develop 

the broadest antifoot-and-mouth disease program ever carried out in this 

country. 


A Serious Problem 


At the present time, foot-and-mouth disease is the most significant disease 
for the country's economy, because although its effect is incalculable, experts 
on the subject estimate that annual losses are over 1 billion pesos, among 
cattle herds, that is, without counting cows and pigs which are also subject 
to the disease. Today, almost all the countries of the world suffer from 
foot-and-mouth disease, excepting Central and North America, England and 
Japan, which are considered to be free of infection. 


The disease is caused by several subtypes of virus. Types A, O and C and 
several of their subtypes are present in South America. In spite of the 
serious threat at the present time, it is said that Colombia is in a good 
position because due to health measures carried out only subtypes A27 and Ol 
are present here. 


The problem of foot-and-mouth disease in Colombia is "serious but not alarming" 
according to the general manager of the ICA who said repeatedly that there 
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have been large outbreaks of the disease along the Atlantic coast, in the 
Santander valley of the Cauca, and in the savanna of Bogota. In all these 
places, except for the savanna, outbreaks have been controlled in an 
effective and timely manner. In the savanna, the characteristics of the 
disease have been more serious and it has persisted longer. Dr Velasquez 
explains to us that the reasons for this are “the greater concentration and 
movement of the herds and especially the failure of the vaccine to provide 
immunity or the fact that the iamunity provided is of very short duration." 


If we rely on statements by the minster of agriculture during the list few 
days in the Eighth Committee of the Senate, where he acknowledged that the 
vaccine was of poor quality, and if we rely on the above statement of the 
manager of ICA, the truth is that the national herds are unprotected. For, 
in spite of the efforts made by che ministry as well as by Vecol (producer 
of the vaccine) and the ICA to control quality, the virus 0 vaccine does not 
do any good since the immunity it provides is for only 2 months. but what is 
even more serious, in spite of innumerable tests and foreign advice, Vecol 
laboratories have not been able to pinpoint the failure. Nevertheless, Dr 
Velasquez ells us, the ICA has authorized putting on the market some of the 
peor quality vaccines with 0 virus in order to make use of the good quality 
virus A vaccine for the purpose of controlling the foot-and-mouth disease 
of virus A because otherwise the lack of protection and the risks would be 
greater. 


The traditional foot-and-mouth vaccine is suspended in a luminum hydroxide; 
Oily vaccine in oil. One of the characteristics of the latter is immunity 
for a longer period; the former provides immunity for 4 months whereas the 
latter can provide it for 1 year. The results of experiments with the oily 
vaccine performed in Uraba, Chinchina and Carimagua have been excellent. 
However, the country is not yet in a position to produce it, "the first 
condition necessary for changing to an oily vaccine being that there should 
be an antigen (which is what provides immmity) which once suspended or 
Placed in an oil vehicle can protect the animal for 12 months. But if a good 
antigen is not available, the only thing achieved by changing would be to 
leave the animal unprotected for that period," Dr Pedro Leon Velasquez 
emphasized in explaining the reasons why this vaccine cannot now be produced. 


National Awareness 


Finally, Dr Velasquez said that the foot-and-mouth campaign and control is up 
to all Colombians but especially up to the ranchers, the stockyards and the 
agriculture secretariats of all the departments. 


For effective control it is necessary to apply measures such as massive 
vaccination, and to avoid the movement of stock withou: the appropriate 
licenses. Only when there is awareness and discipline by all Colombians will 
it be possible to control this gr-ve disease, the director of ICA concluded. 
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FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE REPORTED IN YOGYA 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 23 Sep 79 pp 8,9 


[Excerpts] Beginning 24 September, livestock in Yogyakarta special munici- 
pality will be vaccinated en masse to prevent the spread of foot and mouth 
disease (aphthae epizootical). The Veterinary College of Gajah Mada Uni- 
versity in Yogyakarta has been entrusted to carry out the mass vaccination 
by the local husbandry service. 


Dr. Sugiman, coordinator of the executive team, told our reporter that the 
veterinarian team will comprise 32 senior lecturers of the college, plus 
approximately 62 final-year students of the same college. 


They will be in action simultaneously on 24 Septewber, and it is expected 
that they will complete their duties by the end of November. 


One**-— Jaca made available by the husbandry service of Yogyakarta special 
municipality, Sugiman mentioned that 175,000 cattle will be vaccinated, 
mostly cows. 


He said that Yogyakarta is one of the regions affected by the foot and 
mouth disease. Therefore, all livestock must be vaccinated before the 
disease is likely to spread. Implementation of the mass vaccination began 
from the provinces of Bali, East Java, Central Java and will end in West 
Java. 


He added that West Nusa Tenggara, East Nusa Tenggara, Nailuku and Irian Jaya 


are free of foot and mouth disease, while Sumatra and Kalimantan are re- 
garded as suspected regions. 
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INDON| ‘SIA 


FOOT “AND ‘MOUTH DISEASE IN WEST JAVA 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 3 Nov 79 p 3 


[Text] Drh Guntiwa Ramdan, chief of the Cattle Breeding Service, West Java 
said that mass vaccination of cattle and water buffaloes is being carried 
out throughout West Java to prevent and control foot and mouth disease. 


Thus far, 543,091 head have been vaccinated, with priority given to 
livestock between 3 and 4 months old. The majority of animals in Clamis 
Regency will be vaccinated, he noted. 


He explained that vaccination is a national project te rid Indonesia 
of dangerous foot and mouth disease, which attacks a large number of animals. 








RABIES VACCINATIONS FOR DOGS--A dog tie-up order is in force day and night 
in the City of Lilongwe and the surrounding areas covering a 10-mile radius 
from the fown Hall as of November 26 to December 22. A spokesw>- of the 
Regional Veterinary Officer's Office in Lilongwe said the tie-up order will 
be enforced for the control of rabies and a number of areas in the city 
will be affected. The areas and dates are as follows: Kawale 1 and 2 and 
Chilinde from November 26-30; Mchesi, Biwi, Area 22 and St. John's Teachers 
Training College from December 1-5; Old Town Centre, Falls Estate, Area 3 and 
Phwetekele from December 6-9; Area 47, 18 and 15 from December 10-13; Area 
10, 11, 12, 19 and whole Capital Hill from December 14-17; Area 25, 29 
(Alimaunde), and Jumpha Dip Tank from December 18-20. A two-mile radius 
from Likuni Hospital and a two-mile radius from Chitedze Agriculture Sta- 
tion from December 21-22. The spokesman warned all dogs owners ap. 
requested them to pxt their dogs under chain and control during tue period 
the team will be in their areas. He said free anti-rabies vaccination 

will be carried out to those needing it, adding: “Any dog which will be 
seen moving about will be shot. [Text] [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
30 Nov 79 p 1] 


31 














BIG EFFORT TO STAMP OUT CATTLE DISEASE REPORTED 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 14 Dec 79 p 8 


[Text } 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


VIRUS FATAL TO DOGS--A new type of animal flu has made its appearance in 
South Airica, apparently originating from Europe, and dogs are the victims 
of the killer virus. Veterinary authorities are concerned about incidents 
o£ the disease in the Republic. The first cases were reported in March 
this year, at about the same time as outbreaks were reported in Australia 
snd America. According to Dr Willem Botha, of the Pathology Department of 
Pretoria University's veterinary faculty, the disease is nowhere near 
epidemic proportions in South Africa, but it will have to be watched. The 
disease, which was caused by a deadly virus, was possibly the same as cat 
flu, a form of "virus enteritis," he said and could be prevented by vac- 
cinations with feline panleucopaemia against cat flu. A veterinarian said 
the disease was deadly. "Your dog may appear to be in a good health, 
except for a minor stomach upset, and the next minute it drops dead," he 
said. Symptoms to watch out for are diarrhea followed by vomiting he said. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 14 Dec 79 p 7] 
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ZAMBIA 


CATTLE DISEASES DECREASE STOCK 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 12 Dec 79 p 4 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


COFFEE RUST STRUGGLE-—Caracas, 27 Nov (VENPRES)--The Andean Pact countries 
have agreed in Lima on an operations plan and budget to fight coffee rust in 
1980. The Andean countries will develop a publication campaign to strengthen 
the struggle against coffee rust. (Caracas VENPRES in Spanish 0741 GMT 

27 Nov 79 PA] 
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COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST BLACK SIGATOKA--The director of the agricultural center 

for the northern areas has reported that the black sigatoka disease is 
expected to be eradicated from infected plantations in the San Carlos area 
within the next 2 weeks. The lack of resources has slowed down the campaign 
against the blight, he explained, and he added that plantations affected by 
the disease are quite far away from each other. [San Jose Radio Reloj 

in Spanish 1200 GMT 12 Dec 79 PA] 
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BRIEFS 


RUST DAMAGE EFFECTS--Cane farmers have expressed deep concern over the danm- 
aging effects that rust disease is having on their crop. And indications 
are that rust has replaced smut as the most scared disease in the sugar 
industry. In its annual report the cane farmers association points out 
that while farmers were able to generate some form of recovery from smut 
infected fields, in the case of rust it was complete chaos. It was further 
noted that hope of saving cane infected by rust was drastically reduced as 
the disease affected growth in infancy. The cane farmers also said they 
were concerned about their role in the sugar industry, and warned that un- 
less drastic action was taken by the authorities Jamaica would not be able 
to fulfill its overseas quotas. The farmers further pointed out that de- 
spite the incentive offered by government they were still producing at a 
loss. They are now receiving a guaranteed price of 390 dollars a ton, but 
there have been calls for as much as 500 dollars [a ton] to make the in- 
dustry viable. Meanwhile the 38th annual general meeting of the cane farn- 
ers association is now being held in Kingston. The meeting is to be ad- 
dressed by Prime Minister Manley. [Text] [FL191841 Kingston Domestic Service 
in English 1730 GMT 19 Dec 79 FL] 
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NICARAGUA 


MEASURES AGAINST COFFEE RUST-—-The press office of the Agricultural Develop- 
ment Ministry has reported that 14,000 manzanas of coffee plants in Carazo 
Department will be destroyed. This measure is to end the outbreak of coffee 
rust in the area. Once this is done, approximately 6C million plants will 
be planted in June and July 1980. [Managua Radio Sandis» in Spanish 0300 
GMT 6 Dec 79 PA} 
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PHILIPPINES 


RUBBER INDUSTRY HIT BY 14 PLANT DISEASES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Nov 79 p 28 


{Text ] 
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DEVELOPMENT OF DISEASE-FREE POTATO REPORTED 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 13 Dec 79 p 2 


[Text] 
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